116 YABUDURUWA AT ROPER RIVER MISSION, 1965
TABLE I
Yiritja Moiety : “* Owner "' Parlicipants
Name Tribe Sub- Semi- Acts Filmed Cult Totems :
section | moiety Dreamings
Sam Ulagang Ngandi Munang | Gwial | Nagaran; plum-bird ; Sand - ridge goanna
(1) mother turkey (2§ (barrmunu, in Wan-
~darang) ; white
hawk; plum-tree;
plum-bird  (durau-
durau) ; pigmy duck;
lily - bird (drids -
baubau)

Albert Rami (3) | Nunggubuyu . B Nagaran ; plum-bird ; | Cypress pine ; . black
gum-tree ; honey-bee goanna.  Albert
turkey belongs *° to + the

Maraian  (Marda-
yung) cult

Lronstone Ngandi 2 I Nagaran Same as Sam, his

(Rembaranga) ““ brother "’

Eric (4) Wandarang i i Nagaran ; plum-bird ; | Nagaran; black

lightning goanna ; brown
chicken-hawk;
pigmy duck; lly-
bird -

Wilfred Ritarrngu . i Sand-ridge goanna Paper - bark tree;

Maraian cult. He
was '\ "ilent 2> this
Yabuduruwa
George Lowid- Rembaranga/ i oy & o Sand - ridge goanna
jawai Ritarrngu ilfred is “ boss "
or this  Yabu-
duruwa)

Ray Geoffrey Nunggubuyu | Badjaian al Young turkey; goanna; | Dingo. Maraian cult
honey-bee

Gumbali ¥ o E Turkey ; black goanna | Brown chicken-hawk.

Maraian cult

Paddy Mara Badit) Budal | Jabiru; plains kan- | Plains = kangaroo;
garoo; honey-bee; | jabiru; barramundi;
goanna (in trench) lack-nose snake

Robert Roberts Alawa ot = Rainstorm (lightning) ; | Plains lkangaroo;

Barnabas (5)

Ten novices (6)

e

-

L

honey-bee

Danced rainstorm to
show Robert

jabiru;  lightning
and rain: Dblack-
nose snake

Same as for Robert.
Is “own’” elder
brother of Robert’s
father, Silas

(r) The subsectio
adopted (e.g.,
(2) The list of scenes in wh
goanna actor in session 1; of turkey,

session 2z : and of the wild man (Mallungur) in

NoTtes TO TABLE 1

gubuyu).

names of those who acted in the three goanna
nor were those of the hawk and rain scene in

latter—some of whom, as in the goanna
Dua actors assisting in this goanna * fat

1949.

(3) Albert Rami (Rami is a

Baijimbuwa, Muingana,
He took a leading part in Nagaran

Continued on p. 118

(') fat L]

ns and semi-moieties are as inherited (e.g., by Alawa men) or as attributed and
in the case of Nun
ich the individuals too
barramundi,

k part is not always complete. The names of
Nagaran and another goanna actor in
session 8 were not recorded ; neither were the
e« 3¢ " —trench scenes— in sessions 1, 7 and 8 ;
sessions 8 and g ; there were 12 actors in the

scenes, were Dua moiety, djunggaii assistants.
» scene occurred also at the Tandandjal Yabuduruwa,

n abbreviation of his father's name,
and Bundurun (probably Kundowain on the photographer’s list).

because of his * grandfather '’ (father’s father) Isaac;

Ramijirring), has several names :
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TABLE 2 .Iﬂuutrating Note (4) of Table 1

| ?
Isaac’sFr. X  Mother =~ X Joshua's Fr. - Garrawulmi
of Isaac & Joshua Tommy Costello
; | Ngalagan T Nyugul T
- Gwial S-M
gy 2 3 S
Isaac Lobor Joshua Umbererri X Elizabeth Daniel % Deborah Blutcher’s Fr.x G
Younger Br. of Wandarang T | Wandarang T Jangardba Ngalagan T ~
Umbererri  Gwial S-M Budal S-M Nunggubuyu T | Gwial S-M 2
Badjaian S-S Baditj -5 Mumbali S-M | Munain S-5 g
Bunining S-S >
| | >
—
l 1 { | | | =
4
Second Hdx First Hd XDinah Roger ~ X Eva Eric Douglas Dennis  Dawson Other sons Blutcher %
Mangaraif Alawa T Wandarang T Nunggubuyu/ Wand. T Wand. T Nunggubuyu T (" Br.'s son of =
Ngalagan T | Mornang S-S5 Wandarang T Mornang S-S Murungan S-M Deborah ”* ™
Ngamitdjulu 5-5 “S:.5." of M
‘ Garrawulmi) :':
Badjaian S8 iy
i ;
Joseph Garadji Maurice Lansen Walter Kevin o
Mangarai/ Alawa/Wandarang T Wandarang/ o
Ngalagan T Ngamitdjulu S-5 Nunggubuyu T o
Ngamitdjulu S-S Ngamitdjulu S-5 =
Symbols : .
1. Marriage of Joshua and Elizabeth " out of line ”’, but adjusted so that children would be Mornang S-S5 and Gwial S-M. ' X =marriage H
2. These women are the two oldest living ‘* owners "' of Nagaran. Through their fathers they are of different semi-moieties T=tribe ey

and of different tribes (Elizabeth : Wandarang/Nunggubuyu, and Deborah ! Ngalagan/Alawa/Mungarai). But they are
Wandarang from nearby ‘‘ countries '*. Elizabeth from Turkey Lagoon

both Yiritja moiety, and on their mothers’ sides
Creek and Deborah from Costello Creek.
3, Deborah’s real father is said to have been an Alawa tribesman.

Rlutcher’s father's father and Deborah’s father were children of two classificatory brothers of Garrawulmi.

4. Daniel Jangardba, being Mumbali &M, would normally have a Mumbali child ; but he married (as is correct for a Nung-

Garrawulmi, a Ngalagan, was her “ step-father .

S—-M=semi-moiety
S-S=subsection

Fr={ather

Br=brother

Hd =husband

gubuyn) into his cross-cousin S-S Bunining with Munain (Mornang), and so his sons are Ngamitdjulu S-S and Murungan

S-M.

S.S.=s0n's son
|=mixed tribal

LIT

descent

—==deceased
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(4)

(5)

NoTeEs T0 TABLE 1—Conlinued

both have goanna. Isaac is the oldest living owner of Nagaran’s journey from Jundumir
to the end. His elder brother, Joshua Wambarringa (Wandarang tribe) died in 1951. Isaac
was away from the Roper at the time of the 1965 Yabuduruwa. '

Eric, the eldest son of Joshua Umbererri (Badjaian subsection, Gwial semi-moiety) and
Elizabeth (Baditj and Budal), both Wandarang tribe. This marriage was ‘“out of line ",
being between the two semi-moieties of the same ritual moiety, and in subsection terms,
between Al and A2, Therefore, the children would be Ngala subsection, and Murungan semi-
moiety, and would not be ““owners ™ of the rituals (the * Dreamings ') of Joshua’s own
semi-moiety. However, a “ meeting "’ decided that their children should be Munang, that is,
they should belong to his own semi-moiety and ** Dreamings *’ and to the subsection to which
they would have belonged had Joshua Umbererri married correctly. (See Table 2. This
genealogical table shows the problems of affiliation arising from the intermarriage of members
of several tribes with different social divisions : moieties and clans in Nunggubuyu ; sub-
sections in Alawa and Wandarang ; semi-moicties and later subsections in Ngalagan.)

Umbererri’s younger brother, Isaac Lobor Joshua, sent me word that he and Eric are the
owners of Nagaran Yabuduruwa from Jundumiri to the coast and Edward Island ; whereas
the further inland section of the “ journey "’ from Jalboi to Jundumiri belongs to Blutcher
(Blutja)—Ngalagan tribe and Badjaian subsection, who lives at Roper Valley Station. If
Isaac had been at the 1965 performance, he would have done the part taken by “ Albert
Rami ”’, and Mordecai, his djunggaii, the part taken by Roger. According to Isaac and
Mordecai, each owner has his " own " djunggaii; thus Isaac’s and Eric’s djunggaii are
Mordecai, Undai and Stanley (now deceased). Blutcher’s djunggaii are Old Billy Jamalamal
(Ngalgbun tribe, Ngala subsection) and Old Sandy Borjon and Georgie Jauduku (both
Rembaranga tribe, Ngamitdjulu subsection). These three, like Blutcher, are at Roper Valley.
(Incidentally Jamalamal’s wife is brother’s daughter of Long Tom Thangbapa, Ngandi tribe,
Badjaian subsection, and Yiritja moiety, from Warabani in the Upper Wilton River region—

with Barramundi Maraian and Sandridge goanna Yabuduruwa—the region from which
Blutcher comes.)

The position of djunggaii is very important. They have to " manage '’ the section of the
ritual journey connected with the owner-actors with whom they are associated. Moreover,
at the Roper, as at Tandandjal in 1949, the “ boss "’ djunggaii has an overriding authority.
At the Roper, this person was Daniel Jangardba (Nunggubuyu tribe); he unobtrusively
watched and instructed his sons (Douglas and Dennis), who took the active lead as djunggaii.
(See note on Jangardba following the Dua table, Table 3.) |

Barnabas says he only “ danced " a little towards the end of the ritual to show his grandson,
Robert, the lightning act, which he had given him.

(6) The photographer listed nine novices by name and age. Seven were from 12 to 14; one

was 15 and one 16. They were members of four tribes: Wandarang, Ngandi, Mara and
Nunggubuyu. A

TABLE 3 :
Dua Moiely : Djunggaii : Managers, Workers
Name Tribe Subsection Semi-moiety
Douglas Daniels . | Nunggubuyu Ngamitdjulu Murungan
Dennis Daniels .. - s o o
Dawson Daniels .. s " ’ .

- Stanley .. e .. | Mara " ’
Uﬂdi (Uﬂdai] (I) . » T ' ] ap
Walter .. .« +. | Nunggubuyo and 75 ¥

Wandarang '
Kﬁﬁﬂ FE > a 'Y »3 e 1
George Bulman (2) Ngandi/Ngalagan is '
Joseph Garaja Mangarai/Ngalagan = i
Maurice Lansen Alawa/Wandarang ' "
Roger Ganbugbug Nunggubuyu and Bunining Mumbali
- Wandarang :

Daniel ]ﬂ.ﬂgﬂrdbﬂ. {3} A 2 1 re '
Mordecai .. o .. | Mara o "
Gilbert {4) Ry E . 5 »e ’ e
Wallace .. = .. | Ngandi il i

=
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VABUDURUWA AT ROPER RIVER MISSIURN, 1955

With the possible exception of Wallace, Joseph Garaja and Maurice, all these
Dua djunggaii, mainly because they resided at the Roper River Mission, were adopted,
cather than born, into the subsection system. In some cases, as with Joseph and
Maurice, their mothers were Wandarang. So, too, with the exception of the three
Mara tribesmen, Stanley, Mordecai, and Gilbert, they were adopted into the local
Mara semi-moiety system. Daniel Jangardba was present, instructing his sons, the
Daniels. He was the oldest living djunggaii for the Nagaran Yabuduruwa.

NoTES ON TABLE 3

(1) Undai is “ officially ' 3 djungaii along with Mordecai and Stanley (since deceased) of Isaac
and Eric. I am not sure that he took part in the 1965 ritual.

indjidi ! 1 ' { ' Rembaranga

George Bulman (Bindjidiyuwun) is of mixed tribal descent (Ngandj, Ng_aiagau, ¢

2 and tE%E@I'l'.eita.rr:czigi.;},(:a.ﬂd J.Ralang (Ngamitdjulu) subsection. He was mentioned on the photo
grapher’s list as being present. He is now deceased.

X . sSSo SRESEU ok
anicl Diangarbda came into the ritual as follows. A big boss-djunggaii ’ named Mic
) Ejauwala]k-fﬂik (Ngalagan tribe, Bunining subsection), now deceased, -uﬁ?d; ;I:f; ?fbat t]igf?lr
Rar. His anthority, savs Isaac, should have passed to Jacob, son of Mick's I;a_-klmd o
Gurarwul Melbun (Melbourne) ; but as Jacob was too young at the time of Iu:.: ]E:;} EU’IE.I.S.
he passed it over in trust to Djangardba and his sons. There are Six of these : D;:s]?ent’
Dennis, and Dawson who tock part in 1965, and David, Daws_and Dexter who were a 1 -
Jacob is now grown up and married but is still learning. Dennis _Dan1el§_, however, main alllge
that Jacob, who is Plains Kangaroo Dreaming, could not be djunggaii for Nagaran, mdds
shown the Nagaran guliya without the permission of _h1n15ﬂ1f or his brothers. Dennis a s
that Mick, who had received the guliya from Djirlilil (remembered by Wallaﬂgj as a " big
old man '* over 40 years ago), gave them to Old Daniel Pja:ggardba to }rfep for hS Ea{f:ﬂ{?i, 11_;&.{
Douglas, Dennis and the rest. Dennis says Mick told him everything '’ before he died, bu
his father, Daniel Djangardba, can help and advise them,

(4) Gilbert (Gilbadi), an elderly man. He assisted with painting the actors.

Tables 1 and 3 show that eight of the 1o Yiritja actors belonged to the Mu_n::.u}g—
Badjaian couple of subsections, that is, the Gwial semi-moiety, on which responsibility
rested for the two main roles in this Yabuduruwa, namely, Nagaran and Wada-
manmara (plum-tree bird). The other three Yiritja actors were Badit; (Bading)
subsection of the Budal semi-moiety. Similarly, 10 of the 15 Dua participants were
Murungan semi-moiety and five were Mumbali.

The tribal membership of the actors reflects both the geographical sources of
this 1965 Yabuduruwa * congregation ” and also the inter-tribal nature of the ritual
and its mythology. In addition, it indicates that the performance was a repre-
sentation of those Nagaran and related episodes which took place 1n southeastt?m
Arnhem Land. No Yabuduruwa men were present from the north-western section
of Nagaran's travel route, that is, from the coast beyond Oenpelli and Tor Rock down
to Baiyarameri and Rembaranga tribal territory—just beyond the Ngandi. T1he
celebration of that north-western part of the Nagaran myth would be the duty of a
central Amhem Land “ congregation ™. |

The tribes represented were from north-west to south-east, Ngandi (four, one
with Rembaranga affiliation), Rembaranga (one, with Ritarmgu affiliation),
Ritarrngu ‘(one), Nunggubuyu (ro, three with Wandarang affiliation), Wandarang
(one), Mara (five), Mangarai (one with Ngalagan affiliation), and Alawa (three, one
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